
 

 

 

 

Careers in Law 
 

Are considering entering the legal profession? The great news is there are a myriad of jobs here 
which will stretch your mind and will be endlessly interesting. Don’t be put off if you haven’t 
studied law at university, around 50% of lawyers have a non-law degree. Routes into a legal 
career are complicated so you must spend time researching and ideally getting work 
experience. It also helps to follow news in the legal sector. 

 

Which role? 
It helps initially to explore the different roles available. Becoming a solicitor is the obvious 
choice, but you could be a barrister, paralegal, legal executive amongst other roles. A useful 
resource to explore what the roles and routes into legal roles is LawCareer.net’s Beginner’s 
Guide www.lawcareers.net/Starting-Out/Beginners-Guide-Career-Law The Prospects website 
also has a useful section which explains how the roles differ and signpost to useful resources: 
www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/browse-sector/law.  

Here we will focus on the popular options of becoming a solicitor and a barrister.  

 

Solicitor 
As a solicitor, you'll provide expert legal support and advice on a range of personal and 
commercial issues. Depending on your area of expertise, you can advise on a range of issues, 
including: personal issues - buying and selling residential property, wills and probate, divorce 
and family matters. commercial work - advising on complex corporate transactions (including 
mergers and acquisitions) and business-related disputes, protecting rights - making sure 
individuals are treated fairly by public or private bodies and receive compensation if unfairly 
treated. When researching becoming a solicitor, we recommend exploring practice areas to see 
where your interests lie: www.lawcareers.net/Solicitors/SolicitorPracticeAreas. 

 

Solicitor: Routes for non-law degree applicants 
The Solicitor Qualifying Exam (SQE) was launched in September 2021, this is the new route to 
become a solicitor. More details can be found here:  www.lawcareers.net/Solicitors/Non-Law-
Degree-Students/Introduction. This link is useful to compare course options: 
www.lawcareers.net/Explore/Features/10062022-GDL-and-SQE-whats-going-on-with-
conversion-courses. If you’re not sure what you need to do when, this solicitor career path 
section tells you what you can be doing whilst at university and when you can apply for vacation 
schemes and training contracts: www.lawcareers.net/Solicitors/CareerPath 

 

Solicitor: Vacation schemes 
These schemes are essentially a period of work experience offered by a law firm to students 
looking to experience what life is like as a solicitor. Vacation schemes are available to law and 
non-law students, but not usually to first-year students. These schemes are important as they 
help you decide if you might like the role, plus employers use it to help decide who they may 
want in the future. For more details see: www.allaboutlaw.co.uk/law-careers/vacation-
scheme/what-is-a-vacation-scheme-#section-1. For a list of vacation scheme deadlines see: 
https://www.lawcareers.net/Solicitors/WorkPlacementDeadlines 



 

Barrister 
In the UK, barristers are specialists in court advocacy and independent sources of legal advice 
to their clients. Usually hired by solicitors to represent a case in court, barristers only become 
involved when needed to appear before a court. A barrister pleads the case on behalf of the 
client and the client's solicitor. It is advisable to explore practice areas for barristers: 
www.lawcareers.net/Barristers/BarristerPracticeAreas 

 

Barrister: Routes for non-law degree applicants 
For details on the route to become a barrister see: www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/training-
qualification/becoming-a-barrister.html 

 

The barrister career path will advise what you can do and when whilst you’re at university: 
www.lawcareers.net/Barristers/CareerPath but obviously you can do this after graduation. 

 

Commercial Awareness 
This basically means keep up-to-date with news in the legal sector, this is very important and 
employers will expect this. Following developments is easy through social media and by using 
specific resources such as www.thelawyer.com. Keep an eye on news from law firms/sector 
you’d like to work for, makes notes on any mergers and acquisitions and trends. Also keep an 
eye on general news and consider the possible impact this will have on the legal sector. 

 

Diversity in the legal profession 
Diversity in law is high on the agenda of legal employers as it aims to reflect the society it 
serves. To read more see: www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/job-sectors/law-
sector/diversity-in-the-legal-profession Aspiring Solicitors is committed to increasing diversity 
and inclusion across all underrepresented groups in the legal profession and offers support in 
the form of coaching, diversity specific events and mentoring. www.aspiringsolicitors.co.uk/ 

 

Law Careers Fairs 
Law fairs are a great way to find out more about options available to you and to meet potential 
employers. Some fairs will be held online, others in person. Before you attend, do your research 
on firms which appeal. See www.lawcareers.net/Explore/LawFairs. Don’t forget to keep your 
camera on during online law events. The University of Nottingham holds a Law Fair in autumn 
which is often open to students from other universities. 

 

Work experience  
Gaining work experience will help you explore potential career paths and will impress on your 
applications. For more information on legal experience see: www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-
work-experience/job-sectors/law-sector/law-work-experience 
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